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In Modern Japanese Grammar: The
Overlooked Significance of "'...{ & %"

Chien, Chen-Tsali

Instructor, Department of Applied Japanese,
Chihlee University of Technology

Abstract

Modern Japanese linguistics presents a peculiar observation when it comes to the
use of adjectives. Typically, the “...\»” format is a go-to for many learners. However,
there exists another equivalent, albeit less common, form “...< &% %" , which serves
as the base for the negative form "... { 7% \»". This relationship between “...\»” and
“..< 7% w7 often remains obscured, mainly because most elementary Japanese
textbooks do not introduce the “... < & %" structure. As a result, the consistent
pattern between the two is not immediately evident to beginners.

While “...< & %" may not be prevalent in everyday conversational Japanese,
its significance in the language's structure cannot be undermined. For instances where
“..\w" cannot be combined with “.. X & 27 or“.7z® (" ,“.{ H 3" stepsin
as a linguistic savior. Moreover, understanding this form also sheds light on the
etymological evolution of phrases like "$ 13 & 9 & X" ¥ 4" (Good morning) and "
HhHL ) X 3" (Thank you).

A notable mention is the N1 level grammar structure “...% & 3~ , frequently
encountered in the Japanese Language Proficiency Test (JLPT) materials. This form is
essentially a contraction of the “...< & & " , which has its roots in “...< &” . If
learners were introduced to the concept of “...< & %~ earlier in their studies, it's
plausible that “...< & & 4" could be positioned at the N5 or N4 level, making it
accessible to intermediate learners, rather than being reserved for advanced N1 students.

This discourse aims to shed light on the current shortcomings in adjective-centric
Japanese pedagogy and underscores the importance of integrating the “...< & %"
concept into the learning framework.

Keywords: Japanese Pedagogy, Adjectives, Sentence Structures
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